
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
released Notice of Proposed Rule Making. This NPRM is one part of implementing the 
American Reinvestment and Recovery Act, also known as the Recovery Act, that was 
passed in February 2009. Over the course of its implementation, it should help get 
approximately $14 to $27 billion into the economy.  
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The purpose of the HITECH legislation is to improve outcomes, facilitate patient access 
to care and provider access to health care information, reduce the administrative 
burden on needlessly filling out paper applications time after time, and reduce the 
administrative and health care costs in the process/  In order to achieve these goals, 
the HITECH Act provides financial incentives to specific eligible providers and 
institutions as well as help to defray the costs incurred by the State sin running the 
program.  In addition, a great deal of technical assistance is being provided as is the 
construction of a national framework or context to enable us as a country to move 
from where we are today to where we need to be in the future. 
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This Venn Diagram addresses how the various provisions overlap. The whole point of 
the program is to award incentive payments to eligible providers for the adoption, 
implementation, upgrading or meaningful use of certified EHR technology. We will 
explain these terms and indicate where they are unique to Medicaid or shared 
definitions with the Medicare program. Furthermore, the State Medicaid HIT Plan must 
include payment, eligibility, and plans for financial oversight and program integrity. 
Finally, policies for payment, eligibility, and oversight, each touch on each other as well. 
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